
Advanced Painting
Jo Adams



Timeline
Week 1: Work on proposal and gather materials.

Week 2: Begin The Fear My Friends Will Die in a Fire. Work in class and 3 hours outside of class.

Week 3: Continue work on  The Fear My Friends Will Die in a Fire..

Week 4: Start #2 paintings. Work in class and 3 hours outside of class.

Week 5: Continue both paintings.. Work in class and 3 hours outside of class.

Week 6:  Work in class and 3 hours outside of class. Gather materials for paintings #3..

Week 7:. Work in class and 3 hours outside of class.

Week 8: Continue. Work in class and 3 hours outside of class.

Week 9: Continue. Work in class and 3 hours outside of class.

Week 10: Continue. Work in class and 3 hours outside of class. Prepare material for the fourth untitled piece. 

Week 11: Begin the fourth untitled piece. Work in class and 3 hours outside of class.

Week 12: Continue the fourth untitled piece. Work in class and 3 hours outside of class.

Week 13: Continue the fourth untitled piece. Work in class and 3 hours outside of class. Begin digital portfolio.

Week 14: Have all four pieces finished. Work in class and 3 hours outside of class. Begin digital portfolio.

Week 15: Contingency week.

Week 16: Contingency week.



Proposal
I plan to make at least 4 paintings. Each painting will explore the concept of violence and fear experienced from places 

of safety, the transference of trauma and schizophrenia. Both the fear and safety represented in the work may be abstracted, 

and much of the iconography and symbolism will draw on my own life and that of my mother's. 

For this semester I would like to create pieces regarding schizophrenic delusions, the death of my grandmother, the 

vehicular homicide my mother witnessed as a child. I also plan to continue to explore the motif of my bathroom floor, and 

experiment with integrating sculptural elements into my work. I have chosen to approach this subject in a campy manner, 

reflecting both me and my mother's experiences creating haunted houses and embodying the spectrum of fear. To do this I will 

utilize bright and at times gaudy colors, my subject matter though heavy, may be displayed in a comical manner, mirroring the 

separation and safety allotted to those experiencing violence from a distanced place(ie: my experience of my mother's 

delusions, the safety of a haunted house, the modern separation between actions and consequences allotted by modernity). 



Artist Statement
Obsessed with the repetitive nature of a laminated bathroom floor in a rented apartment, death monuments, and the 

power of good, my work is an uncanny mixture of violence, fear, and fun. A nightmare kitsch aesthetic derived from a 

childhood of building haunted houses with my schizophrenic mother. I am interested in the exploration of violence from the 

safety of time passed. Where does the grotesque go after its stint in the haunted house? And what do we do with our memories 

of real violence after we resolve our issues?  Memories, people and objects that traumatized us have a life long after the event 

is over, just like the haunted house prop that sits on the kitchen table year round, we fear them, we reintegrate them and we 

learn to love them again. Through the power of camp, I aim to make delusions comically irrational, soften the evil and 

grotesque, and send all the meat I can to heaven on little strings (or at least just let it enjoy the grass). 



The Fear My Friends Will Die in a 
Fire

Oil and Acrylic on Canvas



My Foot Gets Shot and Never 
Stops Bleeding

Oil and Acrylic on Canvas



Crude Nude
watercolor and pen on paper,



Crude but fairly 
representative

Watercolor and pen on 
paper.



I Step on Nails

Watercolor and pen on paper.



Some things burn

Watercolor and pen on paper



Untitled

Watercolor and pen on paper.



Someone you know is coming

Watercolor and pen on paper.



Monument #1, acrylic paint, wood, astroturf



I once watched a goose die because I could not 
kill it. If I was not still a coward I would have 
drawn that bird. 

Acrylic on canvas.


