Final Portfolio Prompts 1 - 10

Midterm Re-Evaluation
Final Re-Evaluation



Prompt 1: Performative Action

Beating Wings
x-acto knife and acrylic paint on cardboard
11 x 17"

The idea for my performative action piece
came out of boredom; I was sitting at my
desk brainstorming for the project with a
piece of cardboard and some paints nearby
potentially for painting something, and
an x-acto knife already on my desk from
carving wax for another class. I got
bored and started cutting lightly into
the surface of the cardboard and I liked
the marking and how it was invisible.

This led me to thinking about how I could

suddenly make the 1lines visible, via
performative action, and I thought to rub
paint into the indentations. I tested it

out on a test patch and decided that

would be my performance in class. I
appreciate the resulting ‘brush’ marks
from me wiping away excess and the

movement they add to the piece.



Prompt 2: Duration and Endurance

% As someone who consistently woke up
somewhere between 5 and 6 am in high
school, staying up 1late still goes
against my nature and all-nighters are
difficult for me to  pull. While
considering Duration and Endurance, my
inconvenient sleep schedule came to mind
and I decided to pull an all-nighter to
spend several consecutive hours creating
this spiral. The spiral is a mesmerizing,
dizzying shape associated with craze,
hypnotism, and the gradual degradation of
sanity. Junji Ito’'s Uzumaki comes to mind
as an embodiment of the connection
between the spiral and these concepts.
Thus the spiral is a rather fitting shape
for a drawing done for an extended amount
of consecutive time at an hour in which
your mind is in need of rest. Starting in
the middle I began swirling outwards,
adding more paper as I reached the limit
of my pages. The mass of paper became
more and more cumbersome to rotate for
drawing as I became more and more tired.
As the spiral grew, the space between
lines became more and more variable and
inconsistent, I found myself deciding it
needed to be closer, then further, then
closer again. An activity that started
out as rather peaceful and hypnotic and
easy to maintain had become tense,
tedious, and difficult to keep neat and
organized. Thus the quality of the spiral
mirrored my mental state as a result of
the duration and endurance of the
drawing.

\

Time Spent
pen, tape
2.25 x 3’



Prompt 3: Minimalism

New Prescription
colored pencil
16 x 21"

Because my preferred style is one in
which the subject is rendered in great
detail, and my practices are minimalistic
only to myself, I wasn’'t sure how to
create something genuine while adhering
to the minimalism prompt. So I thought of
what could remove detail from the final
product, since I felt that was my best
bet, and was reminded of an old idea I
had never gotten the chance to try, to
draw something without wearing my glasses

making the image blurry, perhaps even
unrecognizable. That’'s how I created New
Prescription, by drawing without my

glasses on, the reference far enough away
to be out of my measly near-sighted 20/20
range. This was the result; the lack of

defined edges and shapes were hard for my
brain to +translate at first but I
eventually got the bhang of it, and
greatly appreciated the resulting glow it
gave to each color. To draw what my idea
of eventually losing my eyesight to old
age as my parents have, or by an
unfortunate unforeseen malady, has always

scared me; my art wouldn’'t be the same
without my eyes, and the accuracy or
clarity of my sight is something I've

come to value greatly for the purpose of
my work as well as just for fun. So, it
was fun to remove the thing that improves
my sight and to draw what my ‘natural’

eyes see.



Prompt 4: Ephemeral

The Day Before Your 21st Birthday
pencil
9 x 12”7

I chose this particular subject for the
prompt of Ephemeral because it captures a
brief moment and a close bond that also
felt far too brief, that was more brief
than I would've wanted. The person
pictured was on my mind at the time the
prompt was assigned, as they would be
graduating this semester and were going
to have their BFA show very soon. I had
hoped capturing this little memory I have
of them would be therapeutic for me. In
making this piece I thought a lot about
this memory and this person more deeply
than I had been allowing myself to
previously. I just thought a lot more in
general, about who I was and how I went
about 1life being such an emotionally
charged being. I thought about how things
had changed since things sort of fell
apart with this person, both myself and
my life as a whole. I thought about how
while in the physical and temporal sense
the event in this piece was ephemeral,
the feelings it evoked weren’t, and the

emotions and changes this
triggered weren’t.
thought about how no matter how
infinitesimal a moment could be, the
feelings it made me feel could still echo
infinitely if 1left unchecked. I thought
about how it didn’t matter how much time
something took up, or how much space, all
that mattered was how much it made me
feel. I thought about how I cried as I
explained the project to my friend, and
how even though I wanted to share this
personal moment with my peers via my art,
I didn’t want my peers to see me cry like
that, though I ended up tearing up in the
5 minutes I had to present regardless.
Overall, I'm glad I made it and am glad I
could prove to myself that I'm capable of
creating an art piece that is emotionally
charged for me and close to my heart. I
made the piece small to represent the
relatively small time period of my 1life
the memory encompassed. I hope to do more
work of this nature in the future.

friendship
On a bigger scale, I



Prompt 5: Midterm

Prompt 2: Duration and Endurance

Time Spent
pen, tape
2.25 x 3’

I altered my Duration and Endurance piece
by folding it up and displaying it on the
ground. Viewers were prompted (both
verbally as well as by the text on the
piece) to open up the piece ‘thus
unfolding and extending the spiral. I
felt the piece 1looked more trippy and
disconcerting to the eye on the ground,
like a hole you could fall into and
spiral down into a different world.

Re-Evaluation

Prompt 3: Minimalism

New Prescription
colored pencil
5.25 x 7"

I further minimized my Minimalism piece
by ripping out only the face. The lack of
expansive empty paper surrounding the
face made it even more minimal and
focused. The disembodied or floating head
has been a subject that has popped up in
my art before, serving to keep the focus
on only the face. The hand-ripped edges,
as opposed to the face being cut out with
scissors, served to maintain the same
blurry, indefinite nature of the face
itself.



Prompt 6: Accumulation

Fidget
folded paper
large: 7 x 12 x 12”; small: 4.25 x 6 x 6"

Considering the idea of accumulation, I
thought of my habit of making origami
objects out of any and all available
paper to help me focus. I first learned
how to make a paper crane in elementary
school and quickly memorized the
instructions. From scrap paper to candy
and gum wrappers I continued to make
origami cranes; when I got my first job,
I made origami cranes during the slow
periods between rushes out of unwanted
receipts. I can only imagine how many

origami cranes I have made in my
lifetime, most 1likely thousands. As a
representation of this habit and

accumulation of origami creations, I made
three origami containers and filled them
with origami objects, mostly cranes
varying dgreatly in size but also other
animals, flowers, and small containers.
Viewers were permitted to reach into the
containers and take out the objects as
they pleased.



Prompt 7: Political Personal
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It’'s Not A Big Deal
digital collage

1x 1.2'
The outer circle of text and images
features tweets, news headlines, and

mugshots all exemplifying a portion of
the public’s irresponsible and selfish
handling of and response to the COVID-19

crisis. The middle circle contains
headlines on containment efforts and
examples of social media outreach
concerning prevention methods such as
social distancing and sanitization
efforts. This middle circle forms a

protective covering encircling the bottle
at the center of the piece, a bottle of
Immune Globulin Subcutaneous. I've
previously described Immune Globulin
Subcutaneous, and the process of infusion
my mom has to go through with it, as
“borrowing someone else’'s immune system
because you don’t have your own.” While
this 1is a great oversimplification of
Common Variable Immunodeficiency (the
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disease my mother and about every 1 in
25,000 people have) it highlights the
biggest danger COVID-19 brings to those
with CVID; in affect, those with CVID do
not have a complete immune system, no
complete form of defense (if any) against
something as brutal as COVID-19, a virus
that ravages even the healthiest of
people. This piece was mashed together in
a rage over how mindbogglingly stupid and
selfish people were being (and still are
being) in 1light of COVID-19. The way the
public has handled the COVID-19 pandemic

has been immensely disappointing and
heartbreaking. There appears to be so
little protection standing between

vulnerable populations and the dangerous
actions of the public, as represented by
the middle circle daunted in size by the
outer circle of dangers.



Prompt 8: Perception

Glowing
photography
4 x 6"

This picture was taken using a
constellation projection lamp held close
to the face, and changing the camera’s
default shutter speed and ISO settings so
the camera could catch the minimal light
the lamp is emitting. Some of the example
art for the Perception prompt caught my
eye due to the usage of lighting and
reminded me of how I had previously seen
the lights of my constellation lamp bend
and curve along the angles and surfaces

of the furniture in my dorm. I decided to
mess around with this phenomenon now that
I was home and had many new potential
surroundings to play around with, but the
surface I most liked the projected lights
on was just my face. I appreciated the
alteration in the order of perception, in
that the blue 1lights were perceived
first, then the form their bending and
stretching suggests is beneath and being
projected upon is recognized secondarily.



Prompt 9: Site Specificity

Tom Nook
digital
5.5 x 3"

Due to the quarantine occurring in the
spring, my birthday, amongst many, fell
victim to the isolation and loneliness of
social distancing. While I completely
agree with social distancing and the
necessity of practicing it (as well as
the fact that several of my loved ones
are of the vulnerable population), it
doesn’t prevent me from feeling lonely on
my one and only 21st birthday, a birthday
I had 1long planned to enjoy with my
closest friends, several of whom are now
hundreds of miles away. As the piece says
“tomorrow I will celebrate my 21st
birthday / no friends in quarantine so.. /
it’'ll be just me, my parents, and Tom
[fx**ing] Nook...” This came out of the

fact that I was playing a lot of Animal
Crossing because it was peaceful and
enjoyable. One day I noticed that Tom
Nook had 1left a note on the billboard

about my upcoming birthday which was
somewhat jarring but also greatly
appreciated and made me smile. I also

realized later on that it was kind of sad
that I was thinking that perhaps the only
people who would remember and celebrate
my birthday with me would be my parents
and a video game that was programmed to
remember and celebrate my birthday. I
felt this said a lot about the level of
isolation I was feeling in quarantine and
the way in which it altered my mindset
and my hopefulness for a happy birthday.



Prompt 10: Material is Meaning

Colorful

collage
10 x 10"

I chose to wuse magazine clippings
because they were both readily
available as well as being satisfying
to work with. As a very detail
oriented artist, I found it enjoyable
to work with the simplicity of the
little square shapes and to see the
vibrant range and gradation of colors
in the pieces. Under the chaotic and
stressful circumstances of quarantine,

I found great comfort in the
organization and order of the
construction of the piece and playing
with the square pieces themselves, as
well as a simple childish enjoyment in
arranging them in rainbow order. It
was a very peaceful, almost mindless,
process in great contrast to the
stressful day-to-day goings of
quarantine life.



Prompt 11: Final Re-Evaluation
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Tom Nook

digital

5.5 x 3"

In revisiting my digital piece “Tom
Nook, ” for the prompt of Site
Specificity, I already had a short 1list
of alterations I wanted to make to
improve the piece aesthetically. I

changed the cake design to a more overtly
birthday-oriented cake with sprinkles and
candles. I also changed the color of the
text to make it more legible, seeing as

the text is such an important part of the
piece but was almost unreadable in the
previous version. I also changed the
character’s expression to one of distress
to better fit the text and situation of
the piece. These changes simply made the
piece more digestible and legible and
clarified the message of the piece.



