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Performative Action 

 
Pre-Itinerary 
Maxwell Johnson 2020 
Sharpie, tape, pen, boarding tickets and mom’s itinerary. 
5in X 8in 

 
My grandfather at the time of me writing this (2020) is currently dying of prostate cancer. I have 

conflicted feelings toward it as I never have had a truly personal relationship with him. But despite these 
feelings, feelings I have not shared with my father, I went on a trip to visit my grandfather last month. The 
action of simply going on this trip was rough for many reasons, my father gets uneasy around his parents 
and my “difficult” uncle makes things worse. I wanted to explore the action of my going on this trip and the 
emotions involved. Using the itinerary my mother made for our trip and combined them with my boarding 
passes. Then placing the work close to the floor combined with the general anxiety of traveling I wanted to 
try to replicate the uneasiness/uncomfortable feelings I felt through the whole trip. 
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Duration & Endurance 
 
 

Untitled 
Maxwell Johnson 2020 
Fabric, food coloring, water, beer/wine bottles, thumb tacks, gold plastic chain, wooden box, duct tape, phone (cheering video), 
speaker, myself, sharpie and wind breaker. 
Dimensions variable 

 
A common theme in my work has been masculinity. For this work I wanted to explore the endurance 

“real men” put themselves through by seeing how many bottles of “beer” (water and food coloring) I could 
drink in 3 minutes. I wished to see how much of a man I was, so I forced myself to continue drinking despite 
the cold liquid filling up my throat making it hard to swallow. The set was meant to represent a man cave 
with accompanying sounds of a football game. The mask acted to hide the character’s eyes as only a weak 
man would look into the future consequences of attempting this. Finally the audience played a role as the 
character needed someone to impress. 
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Minimalism 

Send Nudes?  
Maxwell Johnson 2020 
Fabric, cardboard box, sharpie, rubber gloves, duct tape and myself. 
Dimensions variable 

 
Minimal, often inconsiderate actions often have a greater impact on people then the perpetrators 

realize. Asking the “send nudes” followed by an often unwanted dick pic can leave a lasting impact on 
victims. This creates a predatory aspect in these in all honesty minimal energy actions. With the guilty 
party, often men, assaulting victims with unwanted questions and photos only to get bored or blocked, 
moving onto the next victim. For this performance my character took the form of an inhuman avatar for 
these predatory actions ripping, literally and metaphorically, its victim apart with a bombardment of dick 
pic fists and send nudes. The large form of the character smothering the victim, but eventually after having 
its fun and hurting itself in the process moving on to the next victim. 
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Ephemeral 

Hit Her & Quit Her 
Maxwell Johnson 2020 
Fabric, swim trunks, neck tie, dress shirt, speaker, phone, duct tape, condoms (wrappers included), crushed cans, alarm, sun, bed 
mate and myself. 
Dimensions variable 

 
The ephemerality of hook ups has interested me of late as how they relate to masculinity, often 

being a brag for those that often participate in one night stands. Physical and emotional experiences 
shortened to “was with this girl last night” or “he took me to his' ' and then filed away as the participants 
move to the next story or experience. Sometimes, in a horrific fashion, the stories are accompanied by 
pictures or videos. This makes the whole experience second to the fact that someone scored, a trophy, a 
new notch etc. For this performance I wanted to experiment with the idea. Setting a makeshift bedroom set 
I added a “bed mate” along with evidence of an event including condoms and cans. As the alarm rang the 
character awoke, got up, snapped a few picks being astute to add another mark to his mouth, another story 
to tell. Finally being finished with the experience grabbing his shirt, leaving his tie so she can have her own 
story to tell. The character then shuffled off. 
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Midterm 
 

 
Untitled 
Maxwell Johnson 2020 
Myself, folding chairs, fabric sheet, plastic flowers and grandpa’s last voicemail 
Dimensions Variable 
 

Revisiting my performative action prompt this piece continues to focus on my relationship with my 
grandfather. For this piece I set up two chairs facing away from each other, one covered in a pink sheet 
with plastic flowers. I sat opposite. Playing from a speaker on the covered chair the last phone message I 
would ever receive from my grandfather was “performed.” He would end up dying not too long after I first 
performed this piece. The message itself consists of my grandmother attempting to prompt my grandfather 
to talk to me, my grandfather at the time was unintelligible due to the pain he endured and drugs he was 
on. The message somehow became distorted and slowed down through the process of my grandparents 
leaving it. But I feel it adds to the uneasiness of the piece.  
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This piece is meant to represent the action of creating distance between my grandfather and 
myself. We were never really close and his condition still couldn't seem to bring us closer, even when my 
father and I went to visit him. I wanted this piece to show that distance, with me facing away from his last 
attempt to connect with me. It wasn’t a situation I wanted, but sadly my grandfather died and I still feel 
very little sadness. More sadness at the loss of that potential relationship. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Johnson ​7 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Pre(Date)or 
Maxwell Johnson 2020 
Fabric, plastic flowers, duct tape, myself, paper, sharpie marker, paint, bath robe, chairs, stand in and lights. 
Dimensions variable. 
 

This piece is a revisit of both my minimalism piece and my ephemeral piece. Both focus on a 
particular aspect of toxic masculinity, so combining them seemed the best move. For this performance I 
created a character similar to the one in ​Send Nudes? ​But with a more beast aspect. The character 
approaches a stand while sitting on a bench. The character offers a flower, then after it is accepted the 
character drags the stand in off to be devoured.  

This piece is meant to explore the small things we say in order to convince someone to sleep with 
us. Especially how certain men will use small gifts and compliments in order to get sex. Only to get what 
they want often discarding what's left walking away with something to brag about to others. I set up the 
piece in the same place as my piece ​Hit Her & Quit Her ​to call back to it, perhaps showing how the 
aforementioned piece came to be. 
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